
English Language Support Programme 2019 

This programme runs weekly during term time on Thursdays from 11.00-11.50 am. 

Date Session 

Thursday, 28 Feb 

 

Session 1: Introduction to Semester 1 
Welcome to the course. In this session you will be introduced to the 

five topics that make up the course: structure, style, sentences, grammar and 

vocabulary. 

Thursday, 7 
March  

Session 2: Writing Assessment 
This is a voluntary assessment designed to give students a better 

understanding of their abilities and the areas they may need to work on. 

Students will receive written feedback from a learning advisor. The 

assessment will take approximately 40 minutes during class. 

Thursday, 14 
March 

 Session 3: Academic Texts - Structure and Style 

In this session you will learn more about the structure and style of academic 

texts. You will practise reading different texts to identify some of the 

features of academic writing. 

Thursday, 21 
March 

Session 4: Building Academic Vocabulary 1 

In this session we will focus on vocabulary to describe change. We will look 

at some important functions of a dictionary and consider strategies for 

remembering how to correctly use words that are important in your academic 

work. 

Thursday, 28 
March 

 Session 5: Reading Strategies 

Most students have to do a lot of reading as part of their university study. 

Academic texts written in English may have different features from texts in 

other languages. In this session you will learn a process for reading academic 

texts to make sure you understand the text and do not miss any important 

details. 

Thursday, 4 April Session 6: Clauses and Sentences 

In this session you will learn more about the different levels of language 

which make up a text: sentences, clauses and phrases. 

Thursday, 2 May  Session 7: Verb Tense 

'Tense' refers to the verb form that specifies a point or period of time. This 

session covers when and how to use different tenses in academic writing. 

Students will practise using texts to develop their understanding of different 

tenses. 

Thursday, 9 May  Session 8: Paragraph Structure 1 

In this workshop students will read and analyse a paragraph; understand the 

function of the topic sentence and paragraph structure; and use their 

knowledge of paragraph structure in the production of a paragraph.  

Thursday, 16 May Session 9: Using Source Material 
In this session you will have an opportunity to practise referring to source 

material when you write.  

Thursday, 23 May Session 10: Connecting Ideas 
In this session you will learn how to start and join clauses to make 

connections between ideas in your writing.  



Thursday, 30 May Session 11: Concise Writing 

This session provides strategies for making your writing more concise, 

including breaking up long sentences, cutting unnecessary words and 

identifying repetition. 

Thursday, 18 July  Session 12: Active and Passive 

In this session we will learn to identify active / passive voice and how and 

when to use these in academic writing. 

Thursday, 25 July Session 13: Writing in Your Own Words 1: Paraphrasing 

Paraphrasing means putting someone else's sentences into your own words. 

In this session you will learn a two-stage process for paraphrasing, which 

involves changing both the structure and the words of a sentence.  

Thursday, 1 
August 

Session 14: Building Academic Vocabulary 2   

This session focuses on target vocabulary which describes cause and effect. 

You will learn new words and also the importance of connotation and 

register. 

Thursday, 8 
August 

 Session 15: Articles  

In this session you will learn when to use indefinite articles (a / an) and the 

definite article (the). You will also learn when no article is required. 

Thursday, 15 
August 

 Session 16: Paragraph Structure 2 

In this session we will learn how to construct paragraphs which provide 

examples and details about the main topic; define a term or concept; and 

compare and contrast two items. Learn more about academic style by 

recognising the differences between formal and informal language. 

Thursday, 22 
August 

 Session 17: Writing in Your Own Words 2: Summarising 

Summarising means taking the main ideas from someone else's writing and 

putting them into your own words. Learn how to summarise short passages 

of text to use in your academic writing. 

Thursday, 12 
Sept  

Session 18: Prepositions and Collocations 

Learn how to find appropriate prepositions. Practise using a collocation 

dictionary. 

Thursday, 19 Sept Session 19: Formal Language 

Learn more about academic style by recognising the differences between 

formal and informal language. 

Thursday, 26 Sept  Session 20: Demonstratives 

Learn how to use demonstratives (e.g. this, these) to develop flow in your 

writing.  

Thursday, 3 
October 

 No Session 

 


